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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 

A GHAZEEABAD correspondent of the Naiyir-i-Akbar of 
the 23rd November gives credit to the municipality of the 
town for rebuilding the two latrines for men and women which 
were destroyed in the late rains; but at the same time invites 
its attention to the need of constructing the bridge at the 
Hauper Road before the commencement of the next rainy 
season, and remarks that unless this is done there is-fear of 
the latrines being again demolished in the rains, as they were 
this year, for want of a culvert for the passage of water. 

~The Lawrence Gazette of the 8th December dwells on the 
uses and medicinal virtues of tobacco. The following are men- 


tioned to be a few of them :— 


(a) The smoke of tobacco is useful—(1) in removing pesti- 


tential and infectious vapours; (2) in purifying the brain of 
humours ; (3) in preventing interruption of breath; (4) for 


curing asthma attended with phlegm ; (5) for indigestion ; ; (6) 
for cleansing the interior of the chest of the morbid humours 


which collect on it in sleep; (7) in stopping spitting of blood. 
(b) Smoking, chewing, or eating tobacco cures cold. 
(c) Taking snuff is useful for curing catarrh. 
(d) The use of tobacco is beneficial as a preventive of a 


flow of water from the eye. . 
© Sprinkling the ashes of tobacco dries the surface of all 
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(f) When mixed with rose-oil it ‘forms an ointment which 
is an effectual cure for the sores caused by itch and other 
‘cutaneous eruptions. 


The writer infers from this the impropriety of mb. a 
tax on an article of such extensive utility. 


The same paper learns from a correspondent at @hazee- 
pore, that a person of the Marwari caste while labouring under 
sickness showed his horoscope to a Pundit (as is usual among 
Hindoos on such occasions), in order to know if the calamity 
was brought.on him by the effect of some evil star, and was 
told by the latter that he must give up all hopes of recovery. 
At this the patient made a bet with the. Pundit, that in the 
event of his prophecy proving true the latter should take pos- 
session of his garden, but that on its turning out false he must 
pay him its equivalent in value. The Marwari died after two 
or three days, and the Rungik nea now taken possession of the 
— 


. The editor takes sic to the possession, and remarks 
that the bet made is unlawful for two reasons, vig.:—-(1) Beeause 
at thetimeof making it:the patient was not in a sound state of 
mind, in consequence of which his. engagement cannot be 
deemed binding; and (2) because it is natural to every man, 
even in the worst stage of sickness, to have hopes of recovery, 
so that the Marwari in laying the wager must have been too 
much under the influence of this hope to judge for himself. 
For these reasons he is of opinion that the garden should be | 
restored to the heirs of the deceased as its lawful owners, or, | 
in default of heirs, should. escheat to Government. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhaéof the. 12th December states that 
at the interview between the Viceroy and Sir Jung Bahadur 
at the recent Hurihur Chhetra Fair, the latter, among other 
political topics, laid peculiar stress on the oppressions edited 
on British subjects by the owners of indigo factories in places 
in the British dominions lying near the frontiers of Nepal, 
which has compelled large numbers of the people to quit the 
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British territories and take up their residence in Nepal. His. 
iixcellency expressed deep regret on hearing this. The editor 
remarks that the tyranny of indi go-planters is too well known, 
and that it is this that has led to the writing of the Hindee 
drama called Nil-Darpan (The Mirror of Indigo), and thinks 
it a great pity that, though there has been much talk about 
the affair, the planters de not cease from. their oppression, but. 
sufier the stigma of disgrace still to attach to their proceedings. 
™ Let us see,’” says the editor, “what steps His Excellency takes. 
_ for redressing the grievance.” ) 
‘ The same paper censures Government for takin g no steps 
for the relief of the people of the Deccan, who, as the editor 
Jearns from the Deccan newspapers, have been reduced to 
extreme distress by famine. Such apathy on the part of Go- | 
vernment is most blameable. Itseems unbecoming that, while 
Government is so active and steadfast in adopting new taxa- 
tion schemes, it should pay no attention to helping the very 
people whom such schemes so seriously affect. in their distress. 
The sun, while it absorbs moisture from the earth in summer, 
restores it in showers in the rainy season. Government ought 
to deal with its subjects in precisely the same way in the 
matter of giving and receiving. | 

The Akmal-ul-Akhbaér of the 13th December, in its column 
of local news, reports a serious case of theft in Koocha Ghasee 
Ram, in the city of Delhi. The house of one Nanak Chand, 
agentof the commissariat, was broken into and property worth 
Rs. 4,000 was stolen. 7 

The Akhbér-i-Alam of the 14th December has an article 
\ edad 0 Inquiry. *» The writer, while praising Government 
for paying attention to all kinds of wrongs ‘and grievances of 
its subjects that are brought to its notice, such as was 
unknown in the time of the former rulers, thinks 16 be a ~ 
yoliey that inquiries into any kind of mismanagement are made 
as pe eee his Ae in it, or from their — 
superiors. Nothing is more plain than that an officer on whom 


blame is thrown will do his best to conceal the real facts, in 


( 750) 


order to exonerate himself from it; and that, while his superior 
will think it his best policy to connive at his faults with a view 
to avert the censure which would otherwise fall on his depart- 
ment, his subordinates are not likely to make a right statement 
through fear. Nor are any public inquiries likely to serve a 
good purpose, seeing that the people will naturally be unwil- 
ling to reveal the actual facts, both from fear of incurring the 
enmity of the officer, and through their aversion to take upon 
themselves the responsibility of proving them, which would not 
only put them under the painful necessity of undergoing the 
trouble and inconvenience of attending a court, but, what is 
worse, involve them in difficulties by having to conduct the 
proof by the usual process of producing witnesses in support 
thereof, and in the event of their failing in the attempt—as is 
likely to be the case, inasmuch as. the witnesses through fear 
of the officer will scarcely dare to make correct statements— 
bringing the charge of misrepresentation and defamation of 
character on themselves. Aone 


Under these circumstances, the writer suggests that in all 
cases of complaints of mismanagement or other blame against 
any public officer, private inquiries should be instituted by the 
authorities from trustworthy employés of other offices than that 
to which the officer himself belongs, and from respectable and 
pious persons of the city or town where he is employed. The 
information thus obtained should be compared with the state- 


ment of the officer in fault, after which the proper conclusions 
should be arrived at. | 


The writer concludes with expressing his conviction that 
this system of inquiry will be fruitful in the best results, and 


prove to be of the greatest use and help to Government in the 
conduct. of political administration. 


The Akhbar~i-Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 15th December has 
a long communicated article on the dearness of grain. The 
writer complains that the rate of grain is continually rising 
and changes every week, though there seems to be no reason 
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why this should be the case. There are only two harvest 
seasons, and, consequently, it would be enough that the market 
prices should be fixed twice during that time, in proportion to 
the quantity of grain produced, instead of being regulated. 
every week, and constantly fluctuating. Is it justifiable that 

at the commencement of the harvest season grain should sell. 
cheap, so as to afford opportunities to rich men and shopkeepers 

to purchase it in large quantities and store it in their houses, 
and should afterwards grow dearer and dearer till the next 
harvest is ready? Can it be right or proper that these men 
should thus lay up corn and be then at liberty to sell it at such 
arbitrary rates as they choose to fix? Some might account for 
this by stating that Government cannot interfere with the 

market rates, or force anybody to sell his things at a fixed price. 
But this principle cannot hold in a country like India, where 
shopkeepers, as a rule, are often dishonest and try by all shifts 
and expedients to impose upon their customers in one shape or 
another, that is, either by charging improper rates, or by fraudu- 
lent weights, or else by supplying inferior things. It can only 
be lawful in England, where all merchants and shopkeepers 
regulate their profits by a fixed rule, a certain percentage of 
profit being determined on the price of each thing and a ticket 

of the value being affixed to it, so that there is no occasion for — 
them to tell lies, while purchasers are saved time and trouble 
in settling the price, and have no fear of being cheated. If any 
shop-keeper ever does employ unfair means, he is sure to receive 
proper punishment. Such is far from being the case in India, 
and, accordingly, if the people here continue to enjoy the same 
liberty in their dealings which is now allowed to them without 
steps being taken by Government to put a restraint upon them, 
the result of the distress prevailing in the country will be that 
the people will emigrate to foreign lands, as has been observed 


in case of some countries. 


The writer goes on to say that in these days the price of 
grain is five times as much as it was in the time of Maharajah 


Runjeet Singh, although it ought to have become much lower, 
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seeing that under the auspices of the British Government there’ 
is a considerable increase in the produce, both on account of: 
large tracts of uncultivated lands having been brought under 
cultivation, and the introduction of canals, Some might 
ascribe this rise in prices to Increase in the population of the 
country. Supposing this to be a fact, even then it would: 
follow that the rate ought to have been equal to what it was in 
past times, an increase in the population being attended with 
a corresponding increase in the produce of grain. Strictly. 
speaking, however, this supposition does not appear to rest on 
good grounds, when it is remembered that while formerly the: 
natural age of man was one hundred, and each person had a 
number of children, now scarcely any one lives longer than 
sixty years, and has seldom more than a few children. Nor 
¢an the export of grain to other places be alleged to be a 
sufficient reason why its rate should rise, for if one thing is 
exported to a place, another is at the same time imported there- 
from ; thus, while wheat is sent from_the Panjab to Sindh, 
pulses are brought from thence to the Pan} «lok 


i the writer’s opinion the chief cause of the dearness of 
grain is the mildness of the Government demand on land, and 
other kinds of indulgences allowed by Government to sexi 
dars. Lands from which Government now collects revenue at 
the rate of four annas per beegah werein the time of the Sikh 
Government charged four rupees. This compelled the zemin- 
dars to sell their grain in order to satisfy the Government 
demand, which if they failed to do, the Government took its 
share of the produce, and realized the rent from its sale, as is 
now the practice in some states. Such ‘a system answers very 
well, and where it obtains no complaints of famine are to be 
heard, and the rich and the poor are alike happy. Under the 
existing arrangements zemindars can pay the Government 
revenue by the sale of straw, and have no néed of selling the 
grain, which they lay up in store and sell at whatever prices 
they clioose. The result is that, while they are in such affluent 
Circumstances as they never were under any of the former 
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Governments, or their fellows enjoy in any other country, each 
of them keeping horses and cattle, the rest of the people are in 
great distress, and Government is obliged to complete the de 
ficiency ‘in the revenue consequent on the mildness of the 
_ public demand on land by levying a variety of taxes, which are 
not only oppressive in themselves, but affect the poorest classes 
of the people. Even a common labourer whose annual income 
is ten rupees has to pay his share, though he may not be 
conscious of it; for when he purchases, say, one rupee’s worth 
of grain he pays six pies for tne octroi-tax, and even moreif the 
grain in its importation has passed through several places, so 
that, in addition to the cooly hire, &., he has to pay two annas 
in the rupee, which is indeed a heavy burden on him. Simi- 
larly, there are other kinds of taxes which are paid, though the 
payers are not conscious of it, and this is the reason why it is 
-@ common complaint among the people that under the British 
rule, money has lost its value (rupae men barakat nahtn rah): 
This complaint is certainly too well founded, seeing that even 
grooms of the time of the Sikhs, whose income was Rs. 5 
monthly, hold to this day as much property as persons now 
drawing Rs. 100 do not possess. How far the rate of provi- 
sions has risen under the English rule may be judged from the 
fact that ghee, which can now seldom be had at more than 14 
seers for a rupee, formerly sold at six seers per rupee, or, 
according to the value of the rupee of the present time, which 
18 nearly double of that then current, 10 or 12 seers. In this 
way provisions which before cost one rupee now cost eight. 
And, then, with a rise in the rate of grain, the prices of other 
things have also increased to a considerable extent. Take build- 
ing materials for an example. The rate of bricks of the usual 
dimensions and of a fixed weight, which only a short time ago 
was one rupee per thousand, recently rose to double and is NOW 
quadruple that price, besides having been reduced in weight. 
Wo one cares to call brick-sellers to account for having raised the 
price to such an unreasonable extent. Besides ‘this increase in 
the-price, luxury and extravagance now prevail in the country 
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such as were unknown before.’ Even sweepers will wear nothing | 
but broadcloth and longeloth. Under such circumstances} 
what else can be the result than that the value of money should 
be considerably. lessened, and Bavenay and. distress. should 
prevail in the country ? ... hima niphias Ms 

_. The fact of the rich men.in each city inne money to 
zemindars before the harvest season and entering into an engages 
ment with them for a satisfaction of.the debt by delivering the 
produceat wholesale rates is another great cause of the dearness of 
grain.. These men store the corn thus purchased in their houses, 
and then sell it at arbitrary rates,.and, as they are generally. 
members of. municipal committees, on whom it solely rests to 
regulate the market-prices, they fix high rates for the sake of 
their own profit. In this way their office as members, though 
seemingly of no profit to them, brings them so much gain 
that, were Government to fix a salary for them and ask them 
in return to give up dealing in grain, they would never consent 
to it. How much money they make by these dealings may be 
ima gined from the fact that,: while recently at the harvest 
season grain sold at one maund per rupee in most cities, it. 
now sells only at 12 or 14 seers, and there is no knowing: how 
much the rate will rise in the six months to come (that is, till 
the next harvest is ready).. : It will be no exaggeration to say. 
that for each rupee they make eight. : 


‘The writer invites the attention of Government to the. 
matter, and impresses on it the necessity of taking steps to. 
remove. the crying complaint which.. igs the, salyoot of this 
artic] Ce. : ‘. : | ps ee f : 


The Samay Vinod of the same date notices with om 
the order enforced in England that the photographs of all’ 
criminals who have once been found guilty: of a felonious: 
crime and suffered punishment be taken,’ and ‘their names; 
entered ina register to be kept for the purpose in the Criminal. 
Court, and that in case of their going anywhere, they should 
give notice of their intention to the police within forty-eight 
hours from the date of their star ting, on pain, if they fail to 
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do so, of a punishment of one year’s imprisonment ; atid is 
of opinion that if a similar rule were enforced in India, ‘the 
difficulty which is now experienced in the arrest of offenders 
would be avoided. | iw 


The same paper is glad to observe that the schemes for 
checking extravagance at marriages adopted at Mirzapore in’ 
the past rainy season at the instance of Moonshee Pyare Lal, 
have produced a good result, the. lists of the expenses incurred 
in the marriages celebrated among the Kayeths of the city, 
which have been printed and published for the information of 
the public, showing that the standards fixed have not been 
exceeded. The writer attributes this happy result to the 
exertions of Mr. Simson, the Magistrate, which he. considers 
highly praiseworthy. | 

A correspondent of the Almorah Akhbdr of the same date 
draws attention to the injustice done by the Sessions Judge of 
Ghazeepore in a recent case of murder. The wife of a Brah: 
man in Mouzah Mednipore having been murdered by the Raj- 
poots of the place on account of carrying on an intrigue with 
& man of their caste, the criminals in order to escape punish- 
ment prevailed upon the simple Brahman to make a confession 
of the crime. But, notwithstanding this, the police on making 
inquiries proved that the Rajpoots were guilty of the murder, 
which the correspondent asserts to be a fact. In the face of 
this conclusion, when the case was brought before the Sessions 
Court, on the 21st November, the Judge, on the ground that 
none but a husband could feel such indignation at an adulter- 
ous wife as to kill her, sentenced the poor Brahman to impri- 


sonment for life, 

The editor of the Almorah Akhbér blames the Judge for 
not having paid due attention to the case and neglected to 
make further inquiries, and expresses a hope that on an appeal 
being preferred to the High Court the Judges will find out 
the craftiness of the original offenders, and acquit the Brahman 


and issue orders for his release. 
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The Khurshtd-i-Jahdntab of the same date ‘learns from a 
@rrespondent that. cases of murder and robbery are -very 
frequent in Saugor in these days, and that, — the exertions 
of the police, no trace of the offenders is found. : 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Lullut- 
‘pore, invites attention to the mischief done by Daleep Singh, 
a notorious rebel, who was sentenced by the Deputy Com- 
missioner to ten years’ rigorous imprisonment, but in August 
last managed to escape from prison. He has now set up as 
a robber, and drawn a number of bad. characters to his party. 
Recently he plundered a bunneah of about two or three thou- 
sand rupees’ worth of property, which has struck. alarm i in 
the minds of travellers. The writer hopes that steps will soon 
be taken by Government to put a stop to_the depredations of 
the robber. 


The Jalwa-i-Téir of the 16th December gives a history 
and genealogical table of the dynasty of the chiefs of Maler 
Kotla, and backs the arguments produced by Gholam Moham- 
med Khan in proof of his being the rightful claimant to the 
state after Sikandar Ali Khan, the late ruler. The reasons 
brought forward in justification of the claim are these : — 


(1) That Gholam Mohammed Khan is a nearer. relation 


of the deceased Nawab than Ibrahim Ali hin, who has nen 
placed on the musnud. 


(2) That in the sunnud, dated 6th May, 1871, granted 
by Government to Nawab Sikandar Ali Khan, it is expressly 
laid down that the Nawab had no ri ight to adopt a son, and 
that in default of a direct heir the succession would fall to that 


one of his relatives who might be the » rignitat heir fount 
to the Mahomedan law. 


(3) That conformably to this law, as well as the Maho- 
medan custom, Gholam Mohammed Khan is the lawful heir, 
as being descended from a mother of the same race as that of 
his father, and being, consequently, what is called najéb-ul-tar- 
fain (i.¢., noble on both sides) in the Mahomedan law... 


C Te } 
' (4) That Gholam Mohammed Khan is abler‘and older in 
years than Ibrahim Ali Khan, and, consequently, the rightful 


‘heir, it having ever been the rule in the state to determine the 
‘succession by seniority. 


__ On these grounds the editor thinks it highly unjust in the 
_ Commissioner of Umballah to have deprived Gholam Moham- 
med Khan of the right of succession and seated Ibrahim Ali 
Khan on the musnud; and he hopes that in case of the former 
preferring a complaint before the Governor-General full 
Justice will be done him, and the decision of the Commissioner 
reversed. | aa. ee : 
The Wajm-ul-Akhbér of the same date.publishes an essay 
on the right of pre-emption as it affects the Hindoos,. read by 
Pundit Vishwambhar Nath, a member of the Anjuman-i-Delhi, 
at a meeting of the society. After premising that it is the 
duty of a sovereign to lay down such rules and regulations as 
tay ensure the comfort and convenience of his subjects—a 
-principle of legislation which is so well attended to by the 
British Government and was not overlooked even by the native 
rulers of old, the essayist proceeds to invite the attention of the 
Government to the necessity of allowing the Hindoos the right 
of pre-emption in the same manner as it is now enjoyed by 
Musalmans:' The absence of such privilege is extremely inju- 
rious to the people, and subjects them to serious troubles and 
inconveniences, which may be briefly enumerated as follows: = 


(a) Owing to the peculiar constitution of the Hindoo society, 
and especially the caste system, Hindoos have to suffer great 
inconvenience if a person of a different caste happens to take 
up his residence in their vicinage. Formerly, the different 
higher castes had separate mohullas assi gned for their residence, 
the lower ones being made to live ata distance from cities, and, 
therefore, pre-emption was a matter of no great consequence. 
Now it is otherwise, and no such allotment is observed ; and f or 
this reason it is indispensable that the rule of pre-emption be 


enforced by law. 
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- (b) It often Happens that when a misunderstanding ‘arises 
among the members of a-family, some of them take advantage 
of the absence of. such a rule to wreak their vengeance on their 
adversaries by selling their share of the house to some per~- 
son whose neighbourhood is likely to. prove a source of great 
trouble to the family, Similarly, many. persons find opportu- 
nities to trouble those with. whom they are.on unfriendly terms 
by purchasing houses or other landed property in their vicinity. 
The enforcement of the rule in question will put a stop to all 
such, annoyances. 


(c) Many men at the time of selling their + Ianded property, 
knowing that their neighbour cannot claim the right of pre- 
emption by law, raise the price too high, by inducing stran gers 
or fictitious buyers to make the pu rohase, in order that their 


neighbours may either be com pelled not to buy, or may have 
— to pay very high prices. — 


Then, again, the same reason which is the cause of the pri- 
vilege being held lawful among Mahomedans—viz., the pur- 
dah system—applies with equal force in case of the Hindoos in 
the present state of society, seeing that since the Musalman 
invasion of India the rules of female seclusion have by painful 
necessity been adopted among the Hindoos, and are observed 
as strictly as among Musalmans. Moreover, it is a mistake 
to suppose that the right of pre-emption is not authorized by 
the Shastras, as was fully proved by Pundit Radha Krishn, a 
gentleman of Lahore, in a lecture on the question delivered by 
him ata meeting of the Anj uman-i-Panjab (vide pp. 436-7 of 
the Selections for the week ending 5th August last). The simple 
fact is, as has already been pointed out, that in former ages 
Hindoo society was so. constituted that ad of asserting such 
right was rarely felt, not that the. right itself -was not acknow- 


ledged. | cin es | 
The. pom ist invites the anti of 1 itis ‘to the 


evils, and impresses on it the necessity of framing a regulation 
extending the right of pre-emption to the Hindoos. - ee 
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The Urdu Akhbd> of the same date finds fault with the 
pin of Delhi for not making a right use of the money 
at. its disposal. As a glaring instance of this, is mentioned 
the fact of its having ordered the clearing of the drain at‘ the 
Furrash Khana Street, a proposal which, while it will involve 
a useless waste of money, will fail to make the desired reform: 
The disgraceful state of the drain, which caused the whole of 
that part of thecity facing Samosa Gullee and extending down 
to the house of Meer Imdad Hyder constantly to remain dirty 
‘on account of the water of the drain overflowing its sides, hag 
led the municipality to think of cleaning it. But this will not 
remove the defect. In consequence of the road having been 
raised above the former level by being metalled, the water of 
the mohullas, which before easily found its way into the drain, 
now deluges them in the rainy season, and will continue doing 
so until the drain is widened and reconstructed. The gentle- 
men of the Furrash Khana submitted repeated applications 
praying for the reform, and even the head of the municipal 
committee on examining the spot observed that the drain must 
be built anew, but no result followed. 


oe strikes the writer with surprise that drains of minor 
importance in the Rodgaron-ki-Gullee and Koocha-i-Pundit 
should be built at a great cost, and that of a spacious mohulla 
such as the Furrash Khana Bazaar, of which there is such great 


need on account of its being situated in a public highway, : 


‘should be neglected. 


‘This part of the city is also = ne E in not bein; gli ore 
ed like the other bazaars, as if it was hayond the limits of the 
raunicipality. 


. The writer hopes. the attention of the manioip we will be 
directed to the reforms suggested. 
The Koh-t-Nér of the same date, m its asiiiitlaa 


nulla complaints of the Grand Trunk Road neat Kurnaul and 
the streets of the cities of Maghana and Jhung (Punjab) not 


being watered, which is a source of great inconvenience to 


CR at ge 
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passengers; and invites the attention of the reset armen of 
those places to the matter. ie TOL 


~~ Ff 2 


A Peshawur correspondent of the same paper, while giving 
credit to the municipal committee of the city for paying great 
attention to its cleanliness, complains that Mohulla Gundlobra 
is kept in a very dirty state, and — out the need of the 
reform of the abuse. 


It is also stated that beneath Bala Hissar, a soldier of the 
English army was captured by a party of robbers, who took him 
beyond the limits of the British dominions, and now demand 
Rs. 1,000 as the ransom for his liberty. Mahajuns are also 
seized in this way, and are not released unless they pay a ran- 
som. 


It is sihded, that in consequence of famine large numbers of 
persons of the Khyber and other frontier tribes enter Peshawur 
who work as coolies in the daytime and commit thefts at night. 
A large number of them have been imprisoned in the jail, where 
they receive the coarsest food to eat ; but, baila this, 
they do not give up their vicious practice. - 


In its column of local news, the same paper reports a 
serious case of theft in the city (Lahore). The house of 
Rajah Hurbuns Singh, a gentleman‘of Lahore and J agheer- 
dar of Shekhoopura, was broken into and gold and silver vessels 


‘worth Rs. 5,000 were stolen. Jnquiries are bein g so but no 


trace of the thieves has been found. 


The Kdrndmah of the 18th December comments on the 
proposal to lead a canal through the province of Oudh which 
is now in contemplation. The writer is absolutely against 
the measure, and is of opinion that it will do more harm than 
good, besides ‘involving.a useléss. waste of money, and this for 
the following reasons:— : | putea 


-Unlike the North-Western Provinces and Central: 1 India, 
the whole of the province of Oudh is situated on low ground 
between the Ganges and the Ghogra, so that the epithet’ of 


tarat may be justly applied. ¢ to it. Besides these rivers, 


> 


. 


[ we 
streams, rills, and lakes abound'in the province, which keep 
the land in a state of fertility. To this it is owing that even 
on: high grounds rice is cultivated, unlike the aforesaid 
provinces where it cannot be produced except on low lands or 
river-banks which are. always full of water; and that cul- 
tivators water the rubbee crops only once or twice. In case 
of the fields being irrigated much, or the rains being heavy, 
the harvest is sure to suffer damage. So, also, crops sown on. 


low lands are not watered at all, on account of the moisture 
of the soil. Far different is the case in other provinces, 


where crops do not flourish until they are sufficiently watered. 


-’ Then, again, it is an established fact that well-water, and. 
next to it that of ponds and lakes, is preferable for irriga- 
tion purposes ; while river or canal-water, instead of improv- 
ing the prospects of cultivation, injures them. Thence it is 
that cultivators of most of the districts in the North-Western 
Provinces where irrigation is made from canals are always 
found to complain of a falling-off in the produce. The 
fact is that on account of its coldness, due to its being drawn — 
from snow-streams, as well as of the sand that is mingled with 
it, river or canal-water is injurious to the growth of vegeta- 
tion.. Besides” this, experience has shown that canals give 
rise to various diseases. | | 

- Under these: circumstances, the introduction of a canal. 
in Oudh will only result in loss and inconvenience to the 
people. and a waste of public money. The writer invites the 
‘attention of the authorities to these remarks, and advises them 
to weigh the pros and cons of the project before putting it 
into execution. 


In its column of local news, the same paper estimates the. 


number of deaths from cholera, which recently broke out in 
the city of Lucknow and lasted for about two months, at 


ae 


The same paper has been informed that two dealers, while- 
going from Mynpoery_ to take part in the Butesur fair with 
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gome money intended for ‘purchasing bullocks’ and: other 
things, were plundered on the road by dacoits. The police oi 
becoming aware of the incident went to the spot, whére they 
found one of the men lying dead and the other severely 
wounded. ahe dacoits were searched for, ‘but: _— not be 
traced, | ae 


The Shola-t- Tir of the 19th December learns from % 
friend that thé marriage of the Begum of Bhopal with 
Mohammed Saddiq Hasan has given offence to most. uf the 
members of the ‘royal family, the reason being that in 
the event of a son being born ‘the succession’ will be transé 
ferred to a different family: It was on this : consideration 
that Nawab Qudsiya Begum and other relatives of the Begum 
of Bhopal did not: affix their seals. to-the deed which is the 
guthority for the nuptials.: It is added, that in asking the 
Governor-General’s permission for the marriage, the Begum. 
made no mention as to whether the proposed consort wag 
or was not of the royal family, and. that, -had she done 80, 
His. Excellency would have in all probability refused to sanc- 
tion the union. 


The writer remarks that if this statement be true it is 
foo late now to make any use of it, seeing that the Begum 
cannot lawfully divorce the husband,:nor will the latter wil+ 
lingly consent to be degraded from his lofty position, though, 
if this: were done, all cause of dispute would cease to omy 
AS oe of a birth would then be entirely removed. 


The Benarea Akhbdr of ‘the 21st December pleads in 
strony g terms against the practice of a post-mortem examina- 
tion being made of the bodies of Hindoos who suffer death 
from wrokinile, accidents, poison, or other causes. According 
to’ the Hindoo religion, a person must be'taken down froiit' 
iis bed’ or laid ‘on the*ground- before: breathing- his last, and: 
where this is not possible, certain purificatory rites have-to bé 
performed. “Wien the body is carried away for the exami- 
uation, such and other religious‘ceremonies necessary before 
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death cannot be performed. Besides, it is extremely cruel 
that in his last moments, when he has a circle of his friends 
and relations around his death-bed, to whom he:is to bid a 
long farewell, a man should be forced away to a hospital, and 


there have His. body dissected, which is also a great disres- 
pect to the dead. ar 


The writer recommends that in all cases of deaths from 
accident. of the kind mentioned, Government should dis- 
cover such particulars :.s it might be necessary to know by 
sending a native doctor to the house of the dying person, 
or appoint a few men to act as his witnesses, instead of the 
corpse being removed for a post-mortem examination; and 
expresses a hope that his suggestion will meet with approval. 


In its column of local news, the same paper reports that 
cholera has made its appearance in the city. 


The Panjabt Akhbdér of the 23rd December notices the 
subscription raised for the relief of the relatives of the 
persons killed by the explosion in Agra Fort, and hopes that 
Government will also contribute a suitable sum. 


: POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


“The Akhbdr-i-. nium an-i-Panjdb of the 15th December 
asserts that since his departure to Herat, Sirdar Yaqoob Khan 
is again on unfriendly terms with his father, and has even 
stopped all correspondence with him. Notwithstanding firm 
promises, he has also failed up to this time to carry out the 
wish of his father to send Ahmed Khan Meer Akhor, a vene- 
rable personage, to Cabul, nay, has insinuated such ideas into 
his mind that he is unwilling to leave Herat. The Ameer was 
ander the belief that. Ahmed Khan was a friend of his, and 
would from time to time communicate to him all about Yaqoob 
. Khan; but, so far from this, he never thinks even of writing 

to him.a. few words relative to his welfare. There was atime 
shen Yaqoob Khan prostrated himself before the Ameer, and 
lo! what a change time has wrought in him. . This state of 


( 764 ) 
things is a source of great anxiety and uneasiness to the 
_ Ameer. | 

The Koh-i-Nir of the 16th December reports that the fair 
recently héld at Jummoo came off remarkably well. It was 
attended by a large number of merchants and visitors, and was 
a complete success. The total amount of sales is estimated at. 
upwards of two lakhs, inclusive of the value of the purchases 
made by the Maharajah, which came to over Rs. 60,000. Prizes 
were also distributed by the Maharajah to persons who brought 
in good things or had superior specimens of WOEkmAnaED to 
show. 

COMMERCIAL. 

The Shola-i- Tér of the 19th December draws attention 
to the following abuses in railway management :— 

(a) The extortion practised by railway employés on dealers 
- who transmit their goods by rail, and the troubles and incon- 
veniences the latter have to suffer at their hands. For each 
package two annas are charged, under the name of peon 
allowance, cooly hire, and what not; and a similar charge 
has to be paid before the railway receipt can be obtained the 
same day on which the goods are despatched. Something 
has also to be given before goods can be received at a railway- 
station. Besides these, various other kinds of inconveniences 
have to be suffered, which are the lot only of poor natives ; 


Europeans, and even men who wear a European dress, being. 
free from them. wees 


(6) The ill-treatment received by Hindoostanee passengers, 
which has too frequently been noticed in newspapers to néed 


mention ‘here ; the case of Pundit Bukhshee Ram, Civil Sur- 
geon and be of Public Instruction under the Government 
of Jummoo, noticed by the Koh-i-Nur (vide pp. 182-3 of the 
Selections for the week ending 22nd April last), and of the wo- 
man on whom violent hands were laid on the Madras Railway, « 
and who, being unwilling to survive the disgrace, put an end 


to her life, and several other incidents of the. kind, aie 
familiar to all, 
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(©) The tax levied on vendors of articles of food and other 
things at railway- stations, and its attendant evils (noticed i in 
‘the foregoing. number of the Selections). 


The writer impresses on the authorities the desirability of 
attending to the grievances and adopting measures to remove 
them. eects 
The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 22nd December, while 

giving credit to the Railway Company for appointing Hin- 

doostanees to the office of guards, thinks it a great pity that 

the same pay which was received by European guards should 

not be allowed to their brethren in office: while Europeans 

were allowed Rs. 125 per mensem, Hindoostanees receive only 
Rs. 15. The editor considers this highly improper and 
_ unjustifiable, and calls ae the Company to do justice in the 
ies matter. 


In the next article, the same paper invites the attention 
of the. Railway Company to the desirability of building bath- 
rooms at the principal railway-stations. In the absence of 
these, native passengers, and especially the Hindoos, who 
are bound by their religion to bathe daily before breakfasting, 
have to suffer great inconvenience. A hope is expressed that 
the Company will ace measures to supply the want. 


The following | Vernacular newspapers have been examined, 
in this‘report, viz. :— 


en 


dite 


No.| Namz or NewsParPee. | bar gg Date. eee -oe 
; v ae 3 
1. | Naiyir-i-A ie : vee | Bijnour, oe | Novr. 23rd | Decr. 22nd 
2 | Kaut Vachan Sudhd, ... | Benares, wt +. a » 18th 
:3 ¢ Na yir -t-Akbar, -t eee Bijnour, Tr 99 30th 99 22nd 
4 | Ro ilkhund Akhbér, _ ..| Moradabad, ...| Decr, 2nd » 18th 
-5B | Ditto ‘ Samdchér Patr,| Ditto, wt 2 ines: 
6 | Gualior Gazette, .. ... | Gwalior, mt sa et + 
.7 | Atna-i-Aib-Numa-i-Hind, | Lahore, ot | ‘5 | oe » 9 
8 | Matla-i-Nir, see | Cawnpore, oe | 59 Sth » 18th 
9 | Lawrence Gazette, ooo | Meerut,  =§«_— cee | Ss gg ~Ss« SED » 18th 
10 | Meerut Gazette, eee Ditto, me » - 9th . 
11 | Rohilkhund Akhbdr, _...| Moradabad, ..} » 9th | » 2186 
12 Dito Sémachar P. atr,| Ditto, -  * gee rh 9th 99 25th 
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